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About Us: NYS-TEACHS

 New York State Technical and Education Assistance Center for Homeless 
Students (NYS-TEACHS) is funded by the New York State Education Department 
and housed at Advocates for Children of New York. 

 NYS-TEACHS provides technical assistance on homeless education issues. Services 
include: 
 Infoline (800-388-2014)
 Website (www.nysteachs.org)

 Webinars, Annual Workshops, and On-Site Trainings

 Outreach Materials
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Poll Everywhere

To join today’s session,
text “nysteachs139” to 22333

New Engagement Tool

- Any phone works. It doesn’t need to be a 
smart phone.

- “nysteachs139” can be upper or lower case.
- You’ll get a text that you’ve successfully joined 

our session.
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In ONE word, what is the 
most challenging "topic" 
of the McKinney-Vento 
Act for you? 

Text your one word to 22333
For example:
Eligibility, 
Transportation, 
School-Selection, 
Enrollment, Title-I, 
etc.
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Session Agenda

 New Homeless Data

 Immunizations

 Lessons Learned from the YRBS

 Supporting School Selection

 High Schoolers & College Access

 Title I, Part A

 Early Childhood

 Additional Resources
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A tour of the 
new and 
noteworthy!



2018-19 Data on 
Student 
Homelessness

o -3% statewide decrease

o -10% decrease excluding NYC

o Possible contributing factor: 
change in data collection 
mechanism
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Homeless Enrollment

 Check  your district’s data here:
https://nysteachs.org/topic-
resource/data-on-student-
homelessness-nys/
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Homelessness Rate

 Total Enrollment and Student Homelessness 
Data
 Number of Students Exp Homelessness / Number of 

Enrolled Students [Full Year]

Mean Rate outside NYC is 2%
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Comparison to Poverty Data

 Local Poverty Rates & Student Homelessness
 Approx. 10% of children in poverty will experience 

homelessness in any given year.

 Use to determine whether more outreach/awareness efforts 
may be needed

 Benchmark, not a quota
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Homeless Data Collection: 
Review of Changes

Program Service Code 8262 -
Homeless Student Status

Program Service Code 0892 -
Homeless Student Served with Title I 

Set-Aside
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New 
SY19



Have you shared MV-
related data with your 
district or community to 
raise awareness and/or 
increase support?

Text your answer to 22333 
A. Yes
B. No
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Point-in-Time 
(PIT) Count

 What is it?
 Count of people, including children and youth, 

experiencing homelessness on a single night in the last 10 
days in January

 Why is it important to make sure youth experiencing 
homelessness are included?
 Youth counts can provide communities with valuable 

information about the number and characteristics of youth 
experiencing homelessness, including information about 
over-represented groups for whom specialized services 
might be needed. 

 Youth counts can be used to track changes in the size or 
composition of the population of youth experiencing 
homelessness.

 Youth counts can be used to inform services and funding

 Helpful Resources
 Chapin Hall’s Conducting a Youth Count: A Toolkit
 HUD’s Youth Count! Resources 
 And don’t forget NCHE’s Brief, updated Dec 18

 To find your local Continuum of Care, click on “Contact a CoC”
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Do the changes in the Public 
Health Law about 
IMMUNIZATIONS affect 
students in temporary 
housing?

Recent changes to Public Health Law 
Section 2164 do not alter the rights of 
students in temporary housing, unless 
they were pursuing religious exemptions 
to immunization requirements.

Remember: 
• Immediate enrollment, even 

without immunization records
• Responsibility of the enrolling 

district to get records, 
including immunization records

• Liaison must help student get 
missing immunizations

Resources: 
• Dept of Health, State Ed, Office of 

Children and Family Services: 
Vaccination Reqs Applicable to All 
Students

• Dept of Health: Additional FAQs about 
School Vaccination Reqs
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Lessons Learned 
from the Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey

 Part I: Prevalence, Identification, and Action 
Steps for Schools

 Part II: Racial and Ethnic Equity: 
Disproportionality and Action Steps for Schools

 Part III: Sexual Orientation Equity: 
Disproportionality and Action Steps for Schools

 Part IV: Vulnerability of Different Homeless 
Situations

 Part V: Missing School Due to Safety Concerns

 Part VI: Suicide

 Part VII: Bullying

 Part VIII: Dating Violence

SchoolHouse Connection 
analyzed YRBS 
data, comparing high 
school students 
experiencing 
homelessness and those 
not experiencing 
homelessness.

The report includes action 
steps for schools.
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Vulnerability of 
Different Living 
Situations

• Struggles with mental 
health and substance 
abuse were significantly 
higher among students 
reporting homelessness

• Risks were comparable 
across various types of 
homelessness
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Bullying

• Never stigmatize or 
segregate students 
experiencing 
homelessness

• Provide training to staff 
and students

• Take a proactive 
approach



In a couple of words, 
name a program or 
initiative that works well 
for engaging high school 
students.

Text your answer to 22333 
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Interview 
Checklists for 

Supporting 
School 

Selection

 Interview Checklists for Parents and 
Unaccompanied Youth were published by 
SchoolHouse Connection.

 Checklists include three important steps for such 
conversations:

1. Explain the rights and significance of school 
selection

2. Help the parents/guardians or 
unaccompanied youth consider their options

3. Ensure continuity of instruction in the current 
school or a smooth transition to the new 
school
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Helpful Resources
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Helpful Resources

Partnering to 
Support 

Educational 
Success for 
Runaway & 
Homeless 

Youth

National Center for Homeless Education 
Brief: Partnering to Support Educational 
Success for Runaway & Homeless Youth



Reminder: 
College Access 
Checklist

• Recently updated 
(Oct 2019)

• Includes information about:
• Identification and college 

prep

• College applications

• Financial aid

• Supporting students in 
college
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College Access Resources from NCHE 
and SchoolHouse Connection

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 21

College and Career 
Counseling for 
Students 
Experiencing 
Homelessness: 
Promising Practices 
for Secondary School 
Counselors, 
from NCHE

The FAFSA: Four 
Things You Can Do to 
Help Homeless Youth, 
from SchoolHouse
Connection

Pathways to 
Partnership: Higher 
Education, 
from SchoolHouse
Connection

Tips for Helping 
Homeless Youth 
Succeed in College, 
from SchoolHouse
Connection



What does your LEA 
primarily use its Title 
I, Part A set-asides 
for?

Text your answer to 22333 
Respond with ONE-word 
answers – you can 
answer several times!

If you don’t know, type 
“IDK”
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Title I, Part A Set-Asides
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• Title I, Part A: Homeless Set-
Aside Guidance on Allowable 
and Unallowable Expenditures, 
December 2019 NYSED 
Guidance

• Title I, Part A Set-Aside for 
Homeless Students: New Data 
Collection Procedures Program 
Service Code 0892, May 2019 
NYSED Field Memo



Family Homelessness on Sesame Street 
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o Sesame Street in Communities
has created resources in English 
and Spanish to assist families 
experiencing homelessness and 
the providers working with such 
families.

o SchoolHouse Connection has 
created complementary 
resources for use by early 
childhood education programs, 
district McKinney-Vento liaisons, 
housing providers, youth, and 
the general public. 



What types of early 
childhood ed programs 
are available in my 
community?

Early Care and Education Services in New 
York State for Young Children Experiencing 
Homelessness (Feb 2019)

Includes:
• Ages served
• Info about Pre-K, Head Start & Early 

HS, Child Care, Early Intervention and 
Preschool Special Education Services

• Eligibility and relevant information for 
children who are homeless

• Website/Contact Info

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 25

Helpful Resources
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Helpful Resources

Resources for 
Continued 
Professional 
Development

List of resources for continued professional 
development on child homelessness compiled by 
SchoolHouse Connection
Includes resources in the following categories:
• Research and resources on homelessness and 

education
• Research and resources on homelessness among 

infants, toddlers, and preschoolers
• Research and resources on youth homelessness
• Books
• Online trainings

Working with a new liaison or training other key 
staff? Try NYS-TEACHS’ Top 10 Resources for 
Liaisons



Q & A from 
SHC Inbox
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Don’t forget!
Important resources

Working with a new liaison or training other key staff? Try NYS-TEACHS’ Top 10 Resources for Liaisons

From NYS-TEACHS
 New Resources, E-Alerts, Monthly Trauma Sensitivity Resources: https://nysteachs.org/news/
 Compiled list of FAQs on the nysteachs.org site: https://nysteachs.org/faq/

From National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE)
 New Resources, Homeless Education in the News, Events: https://nche.ed.gov/new_resources.php

From SchoolHouse Connection
 Featured Research, Guest Perspectives, Newsletters, Press Room, New Resources: 

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/news-and-updates/
 SchoolHouse Connection’s Q & A from our Inboxes: https://schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/from-our-inboxes/
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Contact Us
Infoline: 800-388-2014 
Email: info@nysteachs.org
Website: nysteachs.org
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