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“Inclusion of all students… 
 

(d) Students experiencing homelessness. 
 

(1) A State must include homeless students, as defined in section 725(2) of Title VII, Subtitle B of the 
McKinney-Vento Act, in its academic assessment, reporting, and accountability systems, consis-
tent with section 1111(b)(3)(C)(xi) of the Act. 

 
(2) The State is not required to disaggregate, as a separate category under Sec. 200.2(b)(10), the as-

sessment results of the students referred to in paragraph (d)(1) of this section.” 
 

34 CFR 200.6 
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NCHE is supported by the U.S. Department of Education 
Student Achievement and School Accountability Programs. 

Every state is required to have a coordinator for the education of homeless children 
and youth, and every school district is required to have a local homeless education 
liaison. These individuals will assist you with the implementation of the 

McKinney-Vento Act. To find out who your 
state coordinator is, visit the NCHE website 
at www.serve.org/nche. 
 
For further information on the McKinney-
Vento Act and resources for implementation, 
call the NCHE HelpLine at 800-308-2145 or e
-mail homeless@serve.org. 
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Free Meals
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If you have a question about a school-related issue pertaining to students who are homeless, please contact: New York State Technical and 
Education Assistance Center for Homeless Students (NYS-TEACHS) at (800) 388-2014.

FREE MEALS

  To apply for free meal benefits under the federal Child Nutrition Programs, most households must submit a 
  completed application indicating the household size and income, which are then compared to the Income Eligibility  
  Guidelines issued annually to determine a child’s eligibility for free and reduced price meals. Students who are 
  homeless, however, are categorically eligible for free meals.

Are students experiencing homelessness eligible for free meals?
 Yes. All homeless students are entitled to free meals if they are offered by the school district. (The Child Nutrition and WIC 
Reauthorization Act of 2004, Section 107).

Must students who are homeless fill out an application to get free meals? 
No. The LEA liaison only has to submit a letter to the USDA to substantiate homeless students’ eligibility for free/reduced priced 
meals. The letter should include: a list of the names of the students that are designated as homeless in the district, the effective date 
of the students’ eligibility determination (the date they were designated homeless), along with the liaison’s signature. For updated 
guidance for homeless children in school nutrition programs see: 
http://www.nysteachs.org/media/INF_Fed_USDA_FreeMeal_Apr92and02.pdf and
http://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/usda_memo_jul2004.pdf 

Free Meals: FAQs


