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Facts about Homelessness and Its Impact on Education

· In 2007-08, school districts and charter schools identified 63,606 homeless students in New York State.

· 81% of students identified as homeless were in NYC (51,427)
· 19% of students identified as homeless were in Long Island and Upstate NY (12,179)
· 63% of school districts, or 431 districts, identified between 0-5 students as homeless.

· 37% of schools districts, or 254 districts, did not identify any students as homeless

· 26% of school districts, or 177 districts, identified between 1-5 students as homeless.

· Nationally, approximately 61% of children who are homeless are living doubled-up.

· Educators report that every time a child changes schools, he or she experiences an academic set-back by an average of four to six months.
· One study found that 40% of children experiencing homelessness change schools twice and 28% change three or more times.

Key Facts and Recent Developments Concerning McKinney-Vento and Educ. Law 3209

· Eligible students and students claiming eligibility, under McKinney-Vento are entitled to immediate enrollment even if they don’t have the documents normally needed for enrollment, including special education records, proof of residency and immunization records.

· The definition of unaccompanied youth has changed in the Commissioner’s Regulations to align with federal law:

· Unaccompanied youth are defined as those “not in the physical custody of a parent or legal guardian.  The term unaccompanied youth shall not include a child or youth who is residing with someone other than the parent or legal guardian for the sole reason of taking advantage of the schools of the district.”

· Unaccompanied homeless youth or unaccompanied youth at risk of becoming homeless automatically qualify as independent students for purposes of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and do not have to include financial information for their parents.



All school districts, charter schools, and BOCES that receive Title I funding must administer a Residency Questionnaire, which asks whether the student is living in temporary or permanent housing.  This should be completed by all newly enrolling students and students who change addresses.  For a copy of the Model Residency Questionnaire, see: www.nysteachs.org

Funding for Districts Serving McKinney-Vento Eligible Students

· Tuition Reimbursement: Districts are entitled to full tuition reimbursement (tuition cost for non-resident student) for homeless students who were last permanently housed in a district different from the district of attendance.  Reimbursement received by filing a STAC-202 form with SED.

· Transportation Aid: Districts are entitled to transportation aid for eligible expenses incurred transporting homeless students, including transportation across district boundaries. Aid is received by filing out the ST-3 form through the State Aid Management System (SAMS).
· Title I Set-Aside Funding: Districts that receive Title I funds and have non-Title I schools must set aside a portion of their Title I, Part A funds to serve students who are homeless. There are four recommended methods for determining the Title I set-aside described at:   http://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/calculating_setasides.pdf
· McKinney-Vento Subgrant and ARRA Funding: Districts, BOCES, and charter schools may apply for subgrant funding from SED every three years.  The current funding cycle ends 2010.  Grants are currently a maximum of $150,000 per recipient per year.  Districts may also be eligible for additional funds through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

Resources Available to Districts

· From SED:

· Roberto Reyes, Director Title I School and Community Services 
· Melanie Faby, Program Associate for Homeless Education, mfaby@mail.nysed.gov, 518-473-0295
· From NYS-TEACHS, the statewide technical assistance center:

· Toll Free Hotline, 800-388-2014, answers questions about the rights and responsibilities relating to the education of students in temporary housing.  The hotline is available to school districts, parents, youth, social service providers, and other professionals working with students in temporary housing. 
· Free Posters and Brochures are available in English and several other languages with information about the rights of students in temporary housing. 
· Free Trainings and Workshops are held throughout New York State for school districts, social service providers, and other professionals working with students in temporary housing. 
· Website, www.nysteachs.org, has information about the McKinney-Vento Act and related State laws, ordering brochures and posters, registration for trainings, and much more.
· For more information about who is covered under the McKinney-Vento Act and verifying eligibility under McKinney-Vento see the National Center for Homeless Education’s Issue Briefs entitled:

· Determining Eligibility for Rights and Services Under the McKinney-Vento Act, www.nysteachs.org/media/INF_RES_SP_DetermHomelessness.pdf 

· Confirming Eligibility for McKinney-Vento Services: Do’s and Don’ts for School Districts, www.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/verif_sch.pdf 
· What District Administrators Should Know, http://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/administrators.pdf
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Researchers have found that approximately 10% of children living in poverty experience homelessness each year. 





Students who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence are considered homeless under the McKinney-Vento Act.  Students who are sharing the housing of others because of loss of housing or economic hardship are included in this definition of homeless.














