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SUBJECT:
McKinney-Vento Guidance

In our effort to ensure that all district and public school superintendents are fully aware of all training opportunities and State program guidance, we are sharing the following information for your use in accessing information about federal and State requirements for homeless families and unaccompanied youth as well as related training opportunities that are available to assist you and your staff As you are aware, the leadership of superintendents is critical to the successful implementation of federal McKinney-Vento Act and New York State Education Law §3209. We firmly believe that an increase in your knowledge of the law will help to ensure broad-based compliance.

Accordingly, I want to take this opportunity to remind you of the need for compliance with the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (“McKinney-Vento”), New York State Education Law §3209 and related regulations regarding students who are homeless.  Given the current economic climate, now more than ever, we must be attuned to the educational needs of this vulnerable population.  

Under McKinney-Vento, State Educational Agencies (SEAs) must ensure that homeless children and youth have equal access to the same public school education as that provided to permanently housed children and youth.  Local educational agencies must ensure that homeless students can remain in their school district and receive transportation to continue attending the same school, or immediately enroll in school where the student is temporarily residing. 

SEAs are also required to both develop policy guidance and implement professional development programs that will assist school districts in implementing McKinney-Vento  and New York State Education Law §3209 requirements.  The State Education Department (SED) has regularly issued guidance related to the implementation of McKinney-Vento, including district responsibilities concerning transportation, enrollment and identification.  Likewise, SED along with its technical assistance center, NYS-TEACHS, have conducted numerous statewide and regionally-based trainings during each of the past three years.  
Without question, the commitment and support of superintendents is one of the primary determinants of McKinney-Vento’s efficacy.  It has been our experience that in virtually all model programs throughout the State, strong and sustained effort by district leadership has been a key ingredient. Likewise, it has also been our experience that lack of awareness and leadership support for these requirements often leads to compliance issues. Going forward, both my office and NYS-TEACHS will include each of you on training and guidance-related announcements.  In the meantime, below are links to some of the most recent guidance documents that we have issued on the topic of McKinney-Vento.  Please make certain that your district’s homeless liaison(s), business managers, board members, senior administrators, and directors of transportation as well as pupil personnel services are reminded of these requirements as related to the education of homeless students in our State.
SED Guidance Regarding McKinney-Vento 

(reverse chronological order)
McKinney-Vento Summer School Information, May 2008 [Word doc]

http://www.nysteachs.org/media/INF_SED_SummSchMemo_May08.doc
This state-issued memo clarifies the responsibilities of LEAs regarding summer school for students experiencing homelessness.

McKinney-Vento Field Memo, August 2007 [Word doc]

http://www.nysteachs.org/media/INF_SED_MV_FieldMemo_Aug07.doc
In August 2007, the New York State Education Department issued this Field Memo to clarify temporarily housed students' right to immediate enrollment in and transportation to school.

Guidance Concerning 310 Appeals Process for Homeless Students, January 2006 [Word doc]

http://www.nysteachs.org/media/INF_SED_310App_Memo_Jan06.doc
This memo discusses the responsibilities of school districts and LEA liaisons concerning the appeal process and provides the website for the Office of Counsel where the Regulations and the appeal petition forms can be found.

Revision to Q & A on Education of Homeless Students, June 2004 [Word doc]

http://www.nysteachs.org/media/INF_SED_REV_QA_Jun04.doc
This revised version of the McKinney-Vento Field Memo of 2002 followed the February 2003 update of the State Regulations regarding students experiencing homelessness.

McKinney-Vento Field Memo, October 2002 [Word doc]

http://www.nysteachs.org/media/INF_SED_MV_FieldMemo_Oct02.doc
In 2002, the McKinney-Vento Act was reauthorized as part of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. This memo summarizes the provisions of the McKinney-Vento Act to ensure the protection of the educational rights of students experiencing homelessness.

