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IN GENERAL – Each State shall submit to the Secretary a plan to provide for the education of homeless children and youths within the State.  Such plan shall include the following:
1

Procedures that ensure that homeless children are (or will be) given the opportunity to meet the same challenging state academic achievement standards all children are expected to meet.

Procedures used to identify such children and to assess their special needs.

Procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes re the educational placement of homeless children and youth.

Programs for school personnel to heighten the awareness of such personnel of the special needs of runaway and homeless youth.

Procedures that ensure that homeless children and youth are able to participate in Federal, state or local food programs.

Procedures that ensure that – 

· homeless children have equal access to the same public preschool programs, 

· homeless youths and youths separated from the public schools are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary education and support services; and

· homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, or local before-and after-school care programs.

Strategies to address problems identified in the report provided to the Secretary under subsection (f)(3)

Strategies to address other problems with respect to the education of homeless children and youths, including problems resulting from enrollment delays that are caused by – 

· immunization and medical records requirements’

· residency requirements;

· lack of birth certificates, school records, or other documentation;

· guardianship issues; or

· uniform or dress code requirements.

Procedures developed to demonstrate that the State educational agency and local educational agencies

       in the State have developed, and shall review and revise, policies to remove barriers to the enrollment

       and retention of homeless children and youths in schools in the State.

Assurances developed to ensure that – 

The State educational agency and local educational agencies in the State will adopt policies and practices to ensure that homeless children and youths are not stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as homeless;

Local educational agencies will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other Federal programs, as a local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, to carry out the duties described in paragraph (6)(A); and

The State and its local educational agencies will adopt policies and practices to ensure that transportation is provided, at the request of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison), to and from the school of origin, as determined in paragraph (3)(A), in accordance with the following, as applicable;

If the homeless child or youth continues to live in the area served by the local educational agency in which the school of origin is located, the child’s or youth’s transportation to and from the school of origin shall be provided or arranged by the local educational agency in which the school of origin is located.

If the homeless child’s or youth’s living arrangements in the area served by the local educational agency of origin terminate and the child or youth, though continuing his or her education in the school or origin, begins living in an area served by another local educational agency, the local educational agency of origin and the local educational agency in which the homeless child or youth is living shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the child with transportation to and from the school of origin.  If the local educational agencies are unable to agree upon such method, the responsibility and costs for transportation shall be shared equally.

COMPLIANCE
9

IN GENERAL – Each plan adopted under this subsection shall also describe how the State will ensure

       that local educational agencies in the State will comply with the requirements of paragraphs (3) through

       (7) of the Act.

COORDINATION – Such plan shall indicate what technical assistance the State will furnish to local educational agencies and how compliance efforts will be coordinated with the local educational agency liaisons designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii).

3.
LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REQUIREMENTS – 
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(A)
IN GENERAL – The local educational agency serving each child or youth to be assisted under this subtitle shall, according to the child’s or youth’s best interest – 

continue the child’s or youth’s education in the school of origin for the duration of homelessness-

in any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years or during an academic year; or

for the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes permanently housed during an academic year; or

enroll the child or youth in any public school that non-homeless students who live in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend.

BEST INTEREST – In determining the best interest of the child or youth under subparagraph (S), the local educational agency shall –

to the extent feasible, keep a homeless child or youth in the school of origin, except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian;

provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to appeal under subparagraph (E), to the homeless child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, if the local educational agency sends such child or youth to a school other than the school or origin or a school requested by the parent or guardian; and

in the case of an unaccompanied youth, ensure that the homeless liaison designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii) assists in placement or enrollment decisions under this subparagraph, considers the views of such unaccompanied youth, and provides notice to such youth of the right to appeal under subparagraph (E).

ENROLLMENT – 

(i) The school selected in accordance with this paragraph shall immediately enroll the homeless child or youth, even if the child or youth is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records, proof of residency, or other documentation.

(j) The enrolling school shall immediately contact the school last attended by the child or youth to obtain relevant academic and other records.

(k) If the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations, or immunization or medical records, the enrolling school shall immediately refer the parent or guardian of the child or youth to the local educational agency liaison designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who shall assist in obtaining necessary immunizations, or immunization or  medical records, in accordance with subparagraph (D).

(D)
RECORDS – any record ordinarily kept by the school, including immunization or medical records, academic records, birth certificates, guardianship records, and evaluations for special services or programs, regarding each homeless child or youth shall be maintained – 

(a) so that the records are available, in a timely fashion, when a child or youth enters a new school or school district; and 

(b) in a manner consistent with section 444 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g).

(E)  ENROLLMENT DISPUTES - If a dispute arises over school selection of enrollment in a school – 

the child or youth shall be immediately admitted to the school in which enrollment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute;

the parent or guardian of the child or youth shall be provided with a written explanation of the school’s decision regarding school selection or enrollment, including the rights of the parent, guardian, or youth to appeal the decision;

the child, youth, parent, or guardian shall be referred to the local educational agency liaison designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who shall carry out the dispute resolution process as described in paragraph (1)© as expeditiously as possible after receiving notice of the dispute; and

in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the homeless liaison shall ensure that the youth is immediately enrolled in school pending resolution of the dispute.

PLACEMENT CHOICE – The choice regarding placement shall be made regardless of whether the child or youth lives with the homeless parents or has been temporarily placed elsewhere.

SCHOOL OF ORIGIN DEFINED – In this paragraph, the term ‘school of origin’ means the school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child or youth was last enrolled.

CONTACT INFORMATION – This subtitle in no way prohibits a local educational agency from requiring a parent or guardian of a homeless child to submit contact information.

4.
COMPARABLE SERVICES – Each homeless child or youth to be assisted under this subtitle shall be provided services comparable to services offered to other students in the school selected under paragraph (3), including the following:
12

Transportation services.

Educational services for which the child or youth meets the eligibility criteria, such as services provided under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 or similar State or local programs, educational programs for children with disabilities, and educational programs for students with limited English proficiency.

Programs in vocational and technical education.

Programs for gifted and talented students.

School nutrition programs.

COORDINATION – 
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IN GENERAL- Each local educational agency serving homeless children and youth that receives assistance under this subtitle shall coordinate – 

The provision of services under this subtitle with local social services agencies and other agencies or programs providing services to homeless children and youths and their families, including services and programs funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5701 et seq.); and

With other local educational agencies on interdistrict issues, such as transportation or transfer of school records.

HOUSING ASSISTANCE – If applicable, each State educational agency and local educational agency that receives assistance under this subtitle shall coordinate with State and local housing agencies responsible for development the comprehensive housing affordability strategy described in Section 105 of the Granston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12705) to minimize educational disruption for children and youths who become homeless.

COORDINATION PURPOSE – The coordination required under subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall be designed to – 

Ensure that homeless children and youths have access and reasonable proximity to available education and related support services; and

Raise the awareness of school personnel and service providers of the effects of short-term stays in a shelter and other challenges associated with homelessness.

LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY LIAISON – 
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DUTIES – Each local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, designated under paragraph (1)(j)(ii), shall ensure that – 
homeless children and youths are identified by school personnel and through coordination activities with other entities and agencies;

homeless children and youths enroll in, and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in, school of that local educational agency;

homeless families, children and youths receive educational services for which such families, children and youths are eligible, including Head State and Even Start programs and preschool programs administered by the local educational agency, and referrals to health care services, dental services, mental health services, and other appropriate services;

the parents and guardians of homeless children and youths are informed of the educational and related opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children;

public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youths is disseminated where such children and youths receive services under this Act, such as schools, family shelters, and soup kitchens;

enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with paragraph (3)(E); and

the parent or guardian of a homeless child or youth, and any unaccompanied youth, is fully informed of all transportation services, including transportation to the school of origin, as described in paragraph (1)(j)(iii), and is assisted in accessing transportation to the school that is selected under paragraph (3)(A).

NOTICE – State coordinators established under subsection (d)(3) and local educational agencies shall inform school personnel, service providers, and advocates working with homeless families of the duties of the local educational agency liaisons.

LOCAL AND STATE COORDINATION – Local educational agency liaisons for homeless children and youths shall, as a part of their duties, coordinate and collaborate with State coordinators and community and school personnel responsible for the provision of education and related services to homeless children and youths.
7.
REVIEW AND REVISIONS – 
15

IN GENERAL – Each state educational agency and local educational agency that receives assistance under this subtitle shall review and revise any policies that may act as barriers to the enrollment of homeless children and youths in schools that are selected under paragraph (3).

CONSIDERATION – In reviewing and revising such policies, consideration shall be given to issues concerning transportation, immunization, residency, birth certificates, school records and other documentation, and guardianship.

SPECIAL ATTENTION – Special attention shall be given to ensuring the enrollment and attendance of homeless children and youths who are not currently attending school.

Appendix A – Academic Intervention Services:  Regulations

Appendix B – 1994 Field Memo:  Education of Homeless Children and Youth

INTRODUCTION  

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) has applied for and received funding under the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act since April 1988.   NYSED has legal responsibility for the quality of education in all of the State’s 4,092 schools in 709 districts, and has been in the forefront of education advocacy for students affected by homelessness for the last decade.  The federal funds provided under this Act have enabled the Department to identify and meet the critical educational and related service needs of children and youth experiencing homelessness.  

To date, the Department has been able to fund all applicants for McKinney-Vento subgrants, of which there are currently 53 statewide.  Moreover, carry-over funds are offered to those school districts with the largest number of homeless children and youth to conduct summer programs.    
In response to the ever growing homeless crisis, in October 2000, NYSED funded the Eastern Suffolk BOCES to create the New York State Technical and Education Assistance Center for Homeless Students (NYSTEACHS) was created. The goal of this technical assistance center (one of the first to be established nationwide) is to provide statewide support to districts and schools in providing the appropriate legally mandated services to homeless children and youth, and to offer support services and resources for homeless families (See Appendix  --- NYSTEACHS brochure).  

We have amended our regulations twice in the recent past to comply with federal mandates.  This document is intended to highlight what has been accomplished thus far, as well as to provide an overview as to how the State will come into compliance with the 2002 McKinney-Vento Act.
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act of 2001

Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind Act

Public Law 107-110

NEW YORK STATE PLAN 

FOR THE EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Policy Statement

Section 721(1)(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act:

The following is the policy of the Congress and shall be adopted by the New York State Education Department:

(A) Each State educational agency shall ensure that each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth has equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, as provided to other children and youths.

(B) In any State that has a compulsory residency requirement as a component of the State’s compulsory school attendance laws or other laws, regulations, practices, or policies that may act as a barrier to the enrollment, attendance, or success in school of homeless children and youths, the State will review and undertake steps to revise such laws, regulations, practices, or policies to unsure that homeless children and youths are afforded the same free, appropriate public education as provided to other children and youths.

(C) Homeless alone is not sufficient reason to separate students from the mainstream school environment.

(D) Homeless children and youths should have access to the education and other services that such children and youths need to ensure that such children and youths have an opportunity to meet the same challenging State student academic achievement standards to which all students are held.

Definitions

The New York State Education Department shall adhere to Section 725(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act regarding the definition of homeless children and youths, which shall mean:

(A) Individuals who lack a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence (within the meaning of section 103(a)(1) [‘one who (1) lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate residence or (2) has a primary residence in a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter for temporary accommodations (including welfare hotels, congregate shelters, and transitional housing for the mentally ill), an institution providing temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized, or a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.’]; and

(B) Shall include

(i) Children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;

(ii) Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings (within the meaning of section 103(a)(2)(C);

(iii) Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings;

(iv) Migratory children (as such term is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (a) through (c); and

(v) Unaccompanied youth shall mean a youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.

(C) A fixed residence is one that is stationary, permanent, and not subject to change.  A regular residence is one which is used on a regular (i.e., nightly) basis.  An adequate residence is one which is used on a regular (i.e., nightly) basis.  An adequate residence is one that is sufficient for meeting both the physical and psychological needs typically met in home environments.  According to the McKinney-Vento Act, children who lack a fixed regular and adequate residence are considered homeless.

(D) Section 103(c) of the Act specifically excludes from the definition of homeless individuals any person who is imprisoned or otherwise detained by Act of Congress or State law.  Children in New York State who are incarcerated or in youth corrections facilities, therefore, are not to be considered homeless.

(E) Enroll and enrollment shall mean attending classes and participating fully in school activities.

(F) School or origin shall mean the school the child or youth attended when permanently housed, or the school in which the child or youth was last enrolled.

NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

STATE PLAN 

FOR THE EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Section 722(g) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education act:

(g) STATE PLAN-

(1) 
IN GENERAL - Each State shall submit to the Secretary a plan to provide for the education of homeless children and youths within the State.  Such plan shall include the following:

Procedures that ensure that homeless children meet the same challenging state academic achievement standards all students are expected to meet.

In July 1996, the Board of Regents adopted standards that define what students should know as they progress through grades K-12 in New York State schools.  These higher standards apply to all children, including those experiencing homelessness.

In July 1999, the Board of Regents adopted revisions to Part 100 of the Commissioner’s Regulations to align the regulations with new policy relating to standards, assessments, and graduation requirements.  School districts were required to provide academic intervention services to students who scored below the State designated performance level on State assessments and/or who were at risk of not achieving the State learning standards.  (See Appendix A – Academic Intervention Services:  Regulations)

Schools identified as farthest from the State standards (SURR schools) receive additional support and resources. The Education Department provides professional development workshops for the teachers and administrators who work at these schools, particularly in the areas of reading, mathematics and English language arts, and assigns a liaison to each school to assist in bringing them up to the standards.  Children and youth experiencing homelessness are often enrolled in these schools, and benefit from the support provided to all students.

It is the expectation that all students experiencing homelessness will meet the same high standards for academic performance as their permanently housed peers.  The Regents strategy includes setting clear expectations, building the capacity of schools and districts to enable all students to meet the standards, and using and expanding existing systems of accountability for schools, and providing incentives for improving effectiveness.  Achievement data is not currently aggregated according to the housing status of students.

	Proposed Activity
	Projected Date of Implementation

	The State homeless coordinator, NYSED staff, and the director of NYSTEACHS will train district liaisons on the new McKinney-Vento mandates, to assist them in identifying children in homeless situations and ensuring that these children are not exempted from statewide achievement testing, and that they are encouraged by school staff to participate in the testing process. 
	Spring/Fall 2002 and on-going

	Evaluation data regarding the participation and achievement levels of homeless students on the New York State standards will be collected from McKinney-Vento grant recipients. 
	January 2003

	The State homeless coordinator will with collaborate with NYSED Office of State Assessment (Testing) to determine feasibility of disaggregating baseline achievement data for homeless students.
	Spring 2002

	The State homeless coordinator/NYSTEACHS will collect evaluation data regarding the participation and achievement levels of homeless students on the New York State Standards.
	January 2003

	NYSTEACH website/brochures will include mandate and strategies for identifying students in homeless situations.
	Summer 2002

	Monitoring of school districts by the State homeless coordinator, NYSED staff and the director of NYSTEACHS will be conducted to ensure compliance. 
	On-going


Procedures used to identify such children and to assess their specific needs.

An annual statewide survey is conducted by NYSTEACHS to determine the count of children and youth experiencing homelessness, as well as to identify educational and other needs. 

A Statewide Advisory Committee was created, consisting of representatives from State and local agencies, school districts, homeless advocacy groups and public/private community services providers.  The committee meets on a regular basis and is instrumental in the development of strategies to identify homeless children.

In addition to homeless children placed by local county departments of social services in temporary shelters, or runaway and homeless youth housed in residential runaway homeless youth shelters, in 1994 New York State Education Law 3209(1)(a) expanded the definition of “homeless children” to comply with the federal definition.  This enabled NYSED to capture a more accurate count of this population. 

Ongoing collaboration with the Office of Children and Family Services and the NYC Department for Homeless Services focuses on policy development and planning, to identify gaps in services to homeless children and youth, and to develop strategies to close those gaps.  Special attention is given to ensuring the enrollment and attendance of children and youth who are not currently attending school.

The State coordinator collaborates with the NYC Board of Education to update the Chancellor’s Regulations and the Manual for Students in Temporary Housing, to ensure compliance with federal guidelines regarding identifying and determine the needs of homeless students and families.

Intra-agency collaboration between the Division of Student Development and the Office of Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities assists in the development of policies and the provision of educational services and the identification of preschool and school age children with disabilities who are homeless.

The NYC Board of Education, in collaboration with the NYC Department of Homeless Services, conducts a monthly count of all children residing in the NYC shelter system. This count is shared with the State homeless coordinator.

Outreach materials/TAC website are currently being revised to reflect the revised definition of “homeless child”

Ongoing collaboration between NYSED staff and the Office of Children and Family Services and Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance takes place on a regular basis.

The State coordinator participates regularly with the Children’s Health Fund in NYC to address specific health needs of homeless children.  Moreover, strands of NYSTEACHS statewide conferences have focused on asthma, for example, a condition with which a disproportionate number of homeless children suffer.

NYSED Office of Early Childhood Education makes ongoing efforts to identify pre-school children in homeless situations and encourages their enrollment in available pre-school programs.

McKinney-Vento grant recipients are mandated to submit an annual program evaluation indicating the actual number of participants served, as well as the ongoing needs of this population. 

	Proposed Activity
	Projected Date of Implementation

	The State coordinator, NYSED staff, and the director of NYSTEACHS will provide technical assistance and training to district homeless liaisons and LEA staff to identify homeless children and youth and to conduct an assessment of their needs.
	Spring 2002 and on-going

	The State Coordinator, NYSED staff, and the director of NYSTEACHS will continue collaborative efforts with all of the above-cited agencies.
	On-going

	NYSTEACHS website and brochures will be updated to include the new definition of homelessness, strategies to identify students in homeless situations and to identify and address educational and other needs, and will be disseminated to the field.
	Spring/Summer 2002

	Regularly scheduled and random monitoring conducted by State Coordinator, NYSED staff and NYSTEACHS will ensure compliance.
	On-going

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03


Procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes regarding the educational placement of homeless children and youths.

Current Regulations of the Commissioner, Section 100.2(y), provide procedures for the resolution of disputes concerning student residency.    

Instructions for filing an appeal are accessible through the NYSED Office of Counsel website as well as the NYSTEACHS website. 

Technical assistance in filing an appeal is provided to school districts, students and parents by the State homeless coordinator, NYSED staff, and NYSTEACHS. 

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	The State coordinator, NYSED staff and NYSTEACHS will provide technical assistance and train district liaisons, parents, and students in the dispute resolution process.
	Spring/Summer/Fall 2002

	Brochures/posters explaining the new dispute resolution process will be disseminated to schools, district offices, etc., by NYSTEACHS.
	Summer/Fall 2002

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03


Programs for school personnel to heighten the awareness of such personnel to the special needs of runaway and homeless youth.

Extensive collaboration exists between NYSED staff, NYSTEACHS staff, and the New York State Office of Children and Family Services to identify educational services needed by homeless and runaway youth, particularly those who have dropped out of school, to devise strategies to ensure the delivery of services, and to heighten the awareness of school personnel relative to the special needs of this population.

The State homeless coordinator and Department staff participate in the training of new Title I coordinators Statewide to ensure the awareness of the existence and the special needs of runaway and homeless youth.

Department staff serves on the Office of Children and Family Services’ advisory committee, and meets four times yearly with runaway shelter directors throughout the State. 

The NYSTEACHS website is updated on a regular basis, and has been revised to reflect the current McKinney-Vento mandates regarding runaway and homeless youths.

NYC Alternative High Schools, one of the current McKinney grant recipients, has created programs specifically designed for runaway and homeless youths.  One of the major goals of this program is to increase the awareness of school personnel at the high school level, of the particular needs of this population.  NYSTEACHS statewide conferences/website present this program as a model for replication.

Brochures created by NYSED and NYSTEACHS, in both English and Spanish, on the rights of children and youths to an education upon becoming homeless, are disseminated to public schools and local agencies throughout the State.  

	Proposed Activity
	Projected Date of Implementation

	The State coordinator, NYSED staff, and  NYSTEACHS will conduct training sessions Statewide on the McKinney-Vento reauthorization. Moreover, NYSED and NYSTEACHS staff are available on an ad hoc basis to provide training to school personnel regarding the needs and rights of runaway and homeless youths.
	Spring/Summer/Fall 2002

	The NYSTEACHS website and brochures will be updated to reflect the current changes in the McKinney-Vento Act relative to runaway and homeless youth.
	Spring 2002

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03 


Procedures that ensure that homeless children and youth are able to participate in Federal, state or local food programs.

NYSED collaborates with NYS Office of Children and Family Services regarding the availability of food resources through federal, State and local food programs.

NYSED collaborates with existing organizations to ensure that information regarding local food resources is disseminated to school districts on a community-wide basis.

The NYSED Child Nutrition Program is actively involved in ensuring that homeless children and youth are, indeed, able to participate in all food programs.

On-going monitoring conducted by the State homeless coordinator and other NYSED staff oversees the implementation of this mandate.

LEAs have been directed by NYSED to publicize the availability of school breakfast and lunch programs for all eligible homeless children and youth.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	Monitoring of LEA’s by State homeless coordinator, NYSED staff and NYSTEACHS.
	On-going

	Information regarding the US Dept of Agriculture free and reduced price meal eligibility will be disseminated through ongoing technical assistance/training sessions, brochures and will appear on the NYSTEACHS website.
	Spring/Summer/Fall 2002

	State homeless coordinator and NYSTEACHS will promulgate USDA updated guidance for homeless children in the School Nutrition Programs.
	Summer/Fall 2002


(F)
A description of procedures that ensure that - 

homeless children have equal access to the same public preschool programs;

homeless children and youth separated from the public schools are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary education and support services, and

homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, or local before- and after-school care programs.

Through NYSED field memoranda, the Department has informed local school districts that homeless children and youth who meet the eligibility criteria should be encouraged to participate in federal, State or local before-and after-school programs.

Section 100.2 of the NYS Commissioner’s Regulations regarding the enrollment of youth released or conditionally released from residential facilities mandates that “any youth presented for enrollment who is entitled to attend the schools of a district pursuant to Education Law section 3202 and who is released or conditionally released from a residential facility operated by or under contact with the Office of Children and Family Services, the Office of Mental Health, the Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities or a local department of social services is promptly enrolled and admitted to attendance in such district, and that school district personnel cooperate with such facilities and agencies in facilitating such prompt enrollment.”

NYSED/NYSTEACHS conducts surveys to obtain data concerning the participation of homeless children and youth in such programs.

All NYSED funded initiatives that provide before-and after-school care and academic programs (Community Schools Program, Attendance Improvement/Dropout Prevention Program, Extended School Day/School Violence Prevention Program, Universal Pre-K, Parent Education Program, Advantage Schools, etc.) encourage the participation of homeless children and youth.

New York State Regents’ Early Childhood Policy promotes the involvement of all eligible youngsters in early childhood before- and after-school programs.  The policy on the early childhood years, defined as the prenatal period through age nine, responds to the current political, social, and economic climate, which calls for extensive collaboration among service providers; the changing needs of children and their families; the resources currently available to support their needs (i.e., Head Start, etc.); and the research on how children learn and what they need in order to learn.

The New York City Chancellor’s Regulations mandate that homeless children be placed in pre-kindergarten classes if these services are available to permanently housed children in the district.  If there are no pre-kindergarten classes in the district, every effort must be made to find an appropriate placement for the children whose parent’s request pre-kindergarten classes. 

NYSED’s Office of New York City School and Community Services, in the course of regular monitoring efforts, ensures that homeless children are eligible to participate in all available before- and after-school programs.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	Monitoring on the part of the State homeless coordinator, NYSTEACHS and NYSED staff will ensure that homeless children and youth that meet the eligible criteria are able to participate in federal, State and local before- and after-school programs.
	On-going

	NYSTEACHS annual school district survey of the needs of the homeless population will provide for the disclosure of information regarding participation of homeless children and youth in these programs.
	Fall 2002

	The NYSTEACHS website/brochures will include directives regarding this mandate.
	Spring/Summer/Fall 2002


(G)
Strategies to address problems identified in the report provided to the Secretary under subsection (f)(3).

The following problems were identified in the report to the Secretary:

residency requirements;

transportation problems;

pre-school services; and

identifying and serving high-school dropouts.

Residency requirement and transportation issues are handled on a case-by-case basis through the intervention of the State homeless coordinator, the director of NYSTEACHS, and SED staff.  Assistance in filing appeals is provided when resolutions are not reached in a timely fashion.

See section (F) for a description of current and proposed activities to enhance the availability of pre-school services.

See section (D) for a description of current and proposed activities to identify and serve high-school dropouts.

	Proposed Activity
	Projected Date of Implementation

	The State homeless coordinator, NYSED staff and the director of NYSTEACHS will provide technical assistance/training to school districts regarding the new McKinney-Vento residency and transportation mandates.
	Spring 2002 and on-going

	NYSTEACHS director, State homeless coordinator and NYSED staff will continue collaborative efforts with State and local agencies, school districts, and related advisory committees to revisit/revise previously identified strategies to address problems enumerated in the report.
	On-going

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03




(H)
Strategies to address other problems with respect to the education of homeless children and youths, including problems resulting from enrollment delays that are caused by –

Immunization and medical records requirements;

Residency requirements;

Lack of birth certificates, school records, or other documentation;

Guardianship issues; or

Uniform or dress code requirements.

(A) Education Law 3209(2)(e)(f) – delineates new administrative practices that require school districts to: 

admit every homeless child to the district upon the receipt of a designation form; 

make a written request to the school district where the child’s records were located for a copy; and forward within five days of its receipt of a record request, a complete copy of the homeless child’s records, including but not limited to, proof of age, academic records, evaluations, immunization records and guardianship papers, where applicable; 

a student previously enrolled in school should be admitted immediately while records are being located; and

Public Health Law 2164(7) allows a student to attend school for up to 14 days without submission of an immunization form.

(B) The NYC Chancellor’s Regulations require districts to:

Admit every homeless child to the district while proof of birth, immunization and other school records are being located and/or verified.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	See Section (C) Proposed Training/TA Activity                  
	Spring/Summer/Fall 2002

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03

	The State homeless coordinator and NYSTEACHS director will collaborate with LEAs to address barriers to enrollment caused by uniform or dress code requirements.
	Fall 2002 and on-going

	The State homeless coordinator, director of NYSTEACHS, and SED staff will continue to provide technical assistance to local school districts, parents, advocacy groups and other State and local agencies unable to resolve problems caused by the aforementioned issues.
	On-going

	NYSTEACHS website/brochures will be revised to address enrollment delays caused by these barriers.
	Summer 2002




Procedures developed to demonstrate that the State educational agency and local educational agencies in the State have developed, and shall review and revise, policies to remove barriers to the enrollment and retention of homeless children and youths in schools in the State.

NYSTEACHS statewide annual survey serves to identify policies that act as barriers to the enrollment and retention of homeless children and youth in schools in LEAs.

NYSED reviews the research generated by McKinney-Vento grant recipients regarding the nature and extent of problems of access to, and placement of, homeless children and youth in school and develops appropriate strategies to address these problems.

NYSED’s ongoing monitoring efforts of LEAs serving homeless children and youth include the review of all school policies that may pose barriers to the enrollment and retention of this population in school.  Schools with policies that have barriers are required to outline steps to eliminate those barriers and submit to NYSED the revised policies and procedures. 

The NYSTEACHS statewide advisory committee identifies any laws, regulations, practices or policies that may act as a barrier and makes recommendations on steps which will be undertaken to revise such laws, regulations, practices or policies that will provide this population with access to a free and appropriate public education.

NYSED’s collaborative efforts with other State agencies allows for the identification and development of strategies for the removal of barriers to the education of homeless children and youth (i.e., joint policy development with the Division for Youth regarding barriers and provision of educational services to homeless runaway youth, etc.).

The State homeless coordinator and the director of NYSTEACHS are actively involved in addressing existing barriers.  The “scattered site” housing practice (particularly in NYC), for example, because of the absence of appropriate on-site staff to conduct in-take and placement services, results in students not being identified as homeless, not being offered mandated options for school enrollment, and not being to access other needed services.  Interagency collaboration between NYSED, NYCBOE and the NYC Department for Homeless Services is underway to address this barrier.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	In addition to providing ongoing technical assistance/training on the reauthorization of the McKinney-Vento Act, the State homeless coordinator will issue a directive to LEAs that outlines their responsibilities to review and revise any local policies that act as barriers to homeless children and youth.  This directive will also appear on the NYSTECHS website.
	Fall 2002

	NYSTEACHS annual survey will continue to identify barriers on a statewide basis.
	Fall 2002

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03


Assurances developed to ensure that - 

The State educational agency and local educational agencies in the State will adopt policies and practices to ensure that homeless children and youths are not stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as homeless;

Local educational agencies will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other Federal programs, as a local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, to carry out the duties described in paragraph (6)(A); and

The State and its local educational agencies will adopt policies and practices to ensure that transportation is provided, at the request of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison), to and from the school of origin, as determined in paragraph (3)(A), in accordance with the following, as applicable:

If the homeless child or youth continues to live in the area served by the local educational agency in which the school of origin is located, the child’s or youth’s transportation to and from the school of origin shall be provided or arranged by the local educational agency in which the school of origin is located.

If the homeless child’s or youth’s living arrangements in the area served by the local educational agency of origin terminate and the child or youth, through continuing his or her education in the school of origin, begins living in an area served by another local educational agency, the local educational agency of origin and the local educational agency in which the homeless child or youth is living shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the child with transportation to and from the school of origin. If the local educational agencies are unable to agree upon such method, the responsibility and costs for transportation shall be shared equally.

It is the policy of the NYSED, as approved by the New York State Board of Regents, prior to the inception of the Stewart B. McKinney Act, not to isolate homeless children and youth from the rest of the student population, but to include them in every appropriate activity and program as with any other child. Two years ago, NYSED learned of the existence of a segregated school for homeless children in one of the State’s school districts.  The site was monitored by the State homeless coordinator and other NYSED staff and found to be in non-compliance with the McKinney Act.  The school district agreed with SED’s findings that the school violated the educational provisions of the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act, and informed NYSED that the school had been closed.

Each local educational agency that receives a subgrant under the McKinney Act is required to designate a homeless liaison and notify, in writing, school personnel, service providers and advocates working with homeless families and youth of the duties of the liaison.  The State homeless coordinator and NYSTEACHS collect and disseminate this information statewide.

A Statement of Assurances relative to McKinney Act mandates is signed by the district’s Chief School Officer and submitted with each LEA McKinney subgrant application.

NYSED mandates that provisions are made by districts to continue the homeless child’s or youth’s education in the school of origin for the remainder of the academic year or in any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years for the following year; and enroll the child or youth in any school that non-homeless students who live in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend – whichever is in the child’s or youth’s best interest.

Transportation provisions (including reimbursement) are codified in Education Law 3209(4), 3209(3)(a)(b) and 3209(4)(c) and require that:

the local department of social services arrange transportation for homeless children placed in temporary shelters by a local department of social services (DSS) to and from the temporary housing location and the school, if the temporary housing location and school are outside the designated school district;

the Office of Children and Family Services, licensed runaway homeless and independent living shelters arrange transportation to and from the shelter and the school attended for children who live there if the shelter is located outside the designated school district;

the school district of current location provides transportation to homeless children, where designated, as the school district of attendance, on the same basis provided to resident students;

for homeless children who are ineligible for transportation either from the local DSS or a residential program licensed by DFY for runaway and homeless youth, the designated school district must provide transportation in accordance with the following rules:

where the child designates the school district of current location, that district is required to provide transportation to and from the child’s temporary location and the school on the same basis it transports its resident students

where the child designates the school district of origin or a school district participating in a regional placement plan, that district is required to arrange for the student’s transportation to and from school except that;

where the child’s transportation is over 50 miles, one way, it shall only be provided with the Commissioner’s certification that it is in the best interests of the child to do so.  To be aidable, such transportation must also be provided in the most cost effective manner, as prescribed in Commissioner’s regulation, and may include transportation for the parent, where necessary, to secure the most cost effective means of transportation for the child.

(NOTE: In the absence of regulations governing the reimbursement for transportation for homeless children, school districts should consider the age and maturity of the child, any disabling conditions, the methods of transportation available, and the distance involved.)  See Appendix B  - 1994 Field Memo:  Education of Homeless Children and Youth.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	See previously cited training/TA activity.
	Spring/Summer/Fall 2002

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03

	State coordinator, NYSED staff and NYSTEACHS will provide necessary training for designated district liaisons regarding their responsibilities and the provisions of the McKinney-Vento Act.
	Fall 2002 – on-going

	State homeless coordinator will update the McKinney-Vento LEA RFPs to include a Statement of Assurances that reflects current mandates.
	Winter 2002


(2) 
COMPLIANCE -

IN GENERAL – Each plan adopted under this subsection shall also describe how the State will ensure that local educational agencies in the State will comply with the requirements of paragraphs (3) through (7) of the Act.

The State homeless coordinator and NYSTEACHS ensure that local educational agencies in the state comply with the above-cited paragraphs by gathering data on a regular basis through statewide surveys, collaborative efforts with LEAs and regularly scheduled/random monitoring.
	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	The State homeless coordinator, NYSED staff and NYSTEACHS will ensure compliance on the part of LEAs through ongoing monitoring, surveys, and collaborative efforts.
	On-going

	NYSTEACHS will retrieve information regarding designation of LEA contacts.
	Fall 2002



	NYSED/NYTEACHS brochures and website will include LEA responsibilities and will be disseminated to schools, shelters, departments of social services and other state and local agencies.
	Summer/Fall 2002


COORDINATION – Such plan shall indicate what technical assistance the State will furnish to local educational agencies and how compliance efforts will be coordinated with the local educational agency liaisons designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii).

In addition to regularly scheduled training sessions, staff from various offices in NYSED as well as NYSTEACHS hold workshops for LEAs serving large numbers of homeless children to discuss implementation of the regulations.

NYSED and NYSTEACHS staff are available on a daily basis to LEAs, departments of social services and the public in general, to respond to questions, to clarify interpretations regarding procedures, and to resolve disputes that cannot be resolved at the local level.  

NYSTEACHS annual conferences have enhanced the opportunity to provide technical assistance on a statewide basis.
NYSED and NYSTEACHS staff will continue to conduct ongoing monitoring to ensure compliance in all proposed activities.
     (3)
LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REQUIREMENTS -

IN GENERAL – The local educational agency serving each child or youth to be assisted under this subtitle shall, according to the child’s or youth’s best interest – 

continue the child’s or youth’s education in the school of origin for the duration of homelessness-

in any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years or during an academic year; or

for the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes permanently housed during an academic year; or

(ii)
enroll the child or youth in any public school that non-homeless students who live in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend.

In determining the best interest of the child or youth for purposes of making a school assignment, consideration is given to a request made by a parent regarding school selection.  Furthermore, the term “school of origin” means the school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed, or the school in which the child or youth was last enrolled.  It is also specified that placement of the child shall be made regardless of whether the child or youth is living with the homeless parents or has been temporarily placed elsewhere by the parents.  

The Regulations of the Commissioner, Section 100.2(x):

Provide definitions for homeless child, school district of last attendance and school district of current location;

Allow the parent, the person in parental relation to a child or the homeless child, if no parent is available, to designate which of certain school districts the child will attend;

Provide options for attendance which include the school district of last attendance, the school district of current location or a school district participating in a voluntary regional placement plan; and

Allow parents to change a designation of the school district in which the child will attend school, either before the end of the semester for which the designation is first made or within 60 days from the date of the designation, whichever is later.

Education Law 3209(2)(b)(1) allows a child who designates the school district of current location as the school of attendance and who relocates to another temporary housing arrangement during the course of the school year (whether in or outside of the designated district) to continue to attend the same school building previously attended until the end of the school year, or for one additional school year if that constitutes the child’s last year in the school building, and:

who designates the school district of origin to return to the same school building where the child previously attended; and

who designates the school district of current location, to attend the same school as resident children living in their attendance zone are entitled to attend.

	Proposed Activity
	Projected Date of Implementation

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03

	NYSED and NYSTEACHS will disseminate new brochures/posters and update NYSTEACHS website.
	Summer 2002


BEST INTEREST – In determining the best interest of the child or youth under subparagraph (S), the local educational agency shall—

(i) to the extent feasible, keep a homeless child or youth in the school of origin, except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian;

(ii) provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to appeal under subparagraph (E), to the homeless child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, if the local educational agency sends such child or youth to a school other than the school or origin or a school requested by the parent or guardian; and

(iii) in the case of an unaccompanied youth, ensure that the homeless liaison designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii) assists in placement or enrollment decisions under this subparagraph, considers the views of such unaccompanied youth, and provides notice to such youth of the right to appeal under subparagraph (E).

See previous description under (3)(A).

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03


ENROLLMENT – 

The school selected in accordance with this paragraph shall immediately enroll the homeless child or youth, even if the child or youth is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records, proof of residency, or other documentation.

The enrolling school shall immediately contact the school last attended by the child or youth to obtain relevant academic and other records.

If the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations, or immunization or medical records, the enrolling school shall immediately refer the parent or guardian of the child or youth to the local educational agency liaison designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who shall assist in obtaining necessary immunizations, or immunization or  medical records, in accordance with subparagraph (D).

See description under Section (H) regarding enrollment.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	See proposed activities under Section (H)
	See anticipated dates under Section (H)

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03


RECORDS – any record ordinarily kept by the school, including immunization or medical records, academic records, birth certificates, guardianship records, and evaluations for special services or programs, regarding each homeless child or youth shall be maintained—

(c) so that the records are available, in a timely fashion, when a child or youth enters a new school or school district; and

(d) in a manner consistent with section 444 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g).

NYSED encourages LEAs to make records available in a timely fashion when any child or youth enters a new school district and in a manner consistent with Section 438 of the General Education Provision Act.  

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	State coordinator and NYSTEACHS will determine gaps relative to the timely availability of records and issue directives and strategies to LEAs to address identified deficiencies.
	Fall 2002


ENROLLMENT DISPUTES - If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment in a school – 

the child or youth shall be immediately admitted to the school in which enrollment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute;

the parent or guardian of the child or youth shall be provided with a written explanation of the school’s decision regarding school selection or enrollment, including the rights of the parent, guardian, or youth to appeal the decision;

the child, youth, parent, or guardian shall be referred to the local educational agency liaison designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who shall carry out the dispute resolution process as described in paragraph (1)© as expeditiously as possible after receiving notice of the dispute; and

in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the homeless liaison shall ensure that the youth is immediately enrolled in school pending resolution of the dispute.

Current Regulations of the Commissioner of Education, Section 100.2(y), provide procedures for the resolution of disputes concerning student residency. 
The NYSTEACHS website includes instructions relative to filing an appeal in the event of an unsatisfactorily resolved dispute.
	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	See proposed activities listed under Section (I)
	See dates under Section (I)

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03


(F)
PLACEMENT CHOICE—The choice regarding placement shall be made regardless of whether the child or youth lives with the homeless parents or has been temporarily placed elsewhere.

1.  See description in Section (J).

	Projected Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	See projected activities in Section (J)
	Spring/Fall 2002

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03


(G)
SCHOOL OF ORIGIN DEFINED- In this paragraph, the term ‘school of origin’ means the school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child or youth was last enrolled.

The definition of ‘school of origin’ is included in New York State Law as well in NYSED and NYSTEACHS publications, posters and brochures.

CONTACT INFORMATION- This subtitle in no way prohibits a local educational agency from requiring a parent or guardian of a homeless child to submit contact information.

With the exception of families in domestic violence situations, LEAs are not prohibited from requiring a parent 

or guardian of a homeless child or youth to submit contact information.

COMPARABLE SERVICES- Each homeless child or youth to be assisted under this subtitle shall be provided services comparable to services offered to other students in the school selected under paragraph (3), including the following:

Transportation services.

Educational services for which the child or youth meets the eligibility criteria, such as services provided under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 or similar State or local programs, educational programs for children with disabilities, and educational programs for students with limited English proficiency.

Programs in vocational and technical education.

Programs for gifted and talented students.

School nutrition programs.

It is the NYSED policy that each homeless child be provided services comparable to those offered to other students, including transportation services; educational services for which the child meets the eligibility criteria, such as compensatory educational programs for the disadvantaged, educational programs for the handicapped and for students with limited English proficiency; programs in vocational education; programs for the gifted and talented; and school meals programs.

For those homeless children who select the school district of current location, local school districts are responsible for providing transportation.  For those homeless children, outside of NYC, who designate the school district of last attendance, local departments of social services must provide transportation. 

See description in Section (F).

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	See proposed activities in Section (F).
	Refer to dates in Section (F)


COORDINATION-

IN GENERAL- Each local educational agency serving homeless children and youth that receives assistance under this subtitle shall coordinate—

The provision of services under this subtitle with local social services agencies and other agencies or programs providing services to homeless children and youths and their families, including services and programs funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5701 et seq.); and

With other local educational agencies on interdistrict issues, such as transportation or transfer of school records.

Since the advent of the education of homeless children and youth program, NYSED policy has been predicated on close collaboration between LEAs and local departments of social services, particularly with regard to the implementation of residency requirements.  

School districts with large numbers of homeless children have, with assistance from NYSED and independently, initiated collaborative programs to meet the comprehensive needs of families and children who are homeless.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03


(B)
HOUSING ASSISTANCE – If applicable, each State educational agency and local educational agency that receives assistance under this subtitle shall coordinate with State and local housing agencies responsible for development the comprehensive housing affordability strategy described in Section 105 of the Granston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12705) to minimize educational disruption for children and youths who become homeless.

NYSED maintains close contact with the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance and the Office of Children and Family Services to discuss the status of temporary and permanent housing initiatives and to ensure compliance with State and federal mandates.

NYSED collaborates with the NYC BOE and the NYC Department of Homeless Services regarding movement of families to temporary locations as well as permanent housing and the coordination of educational services. 

The Chief School Officer of all LEA McKinney subgrant recipients must sign a Statement of Assurances indicating compliance with the above-cited mandate.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	State coordinator and NYSTEACHS director will continue/enhance current activities and ensure compliance through monitoring and the provision of technical assistance/training.
	On-going


COORDINATION PURPOSE – The coordination required under subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall be designed to—

Ensure that homeless children and youths have access and reasonable proximity to available education and related support services; and

Raise the awareness of school personnel and service providers of the effects of short-term stays in a shelter and other challenges associated with homelessness.

NYSED has developed training modules to heighten the awareness of school personnel to the specific problems associated with homelessness.  Related strategies for the provision of training have been developed and implemented.

See awareness activities described in Section 723(g)(1)(c).

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	The State homeless coordinator will include in the next, and all subsequent, McKinney-Vento RFPs, the development of programs for school personnel and service providers to heighten the awareness of the effects of short-term stays in a shelter and other challenges associated with homelessness as a priority funding area. 
	Winter 2002


LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY LIAISON – 

DUTIES – Each local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, designated under paragraph (1)(j)(ii), shall ensure that—

homeless children and youths are identified by school personnel and through coordination activities with other entities and agencies;

homeless children and youths enroll in, and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in, school of that local educational agency;

homeless families, children and youths receive educational services for which such families, children and youths are eligible, including Head State and Even Start programs and preschool programs administered by the local educational agency, and referrals to health care services, dental services, mental health services, and other appropriate services;

the parents and guardians of homeless children and youths are informed of the educational and related opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children’

public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youths is disseminated where such children and youths receive services under this Act, such as schools, family shelters, and soup kitchens;

enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with paragraph (3)(E); and

the parent or guardian of a homeless child or youth, and any unaccompanied youth, is fully informed of all transportation services, including transportation to the school of origin, as described in paragraph (1)(j)(iii), and is assisted in accessing transportation to the school that is selected under paragraph (3)(A).

Each LEA that receives assistance under this title must designate a homeless liaison to ensure that homeless children are enrolled and succeed in the schools of that agency and that homeless children and youth receive the educational services for which they are eligible, as well as referrals to health care services, dental services, mental health services and other appropriate services, and must notify in writing, school personnel, service providers and advocates working with homeless families and youth of the duties of the liaisons.  

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	The State homeless coordinator, NYSED staff and NYSTEACHS director will ensure through training/TA, publications, NYSTEACHS website, and monitoring efforts, that liaisons are designated and that their mandated responsibilities are fulfilled.
	Spring 2002 and on-going


NOTICE – State coordinators established under subsection (d)(3) and local educational agencies  shall inform school personnel, service providers, and advocates working with homeless families of the duties of the local educational agency liaisons.

See above-cited description for notification.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	State homeless coordinator and NYSTEACHS director will update website to include all designated liaisons as well as their responsibilities.
	Summer 2002


(C)
LOCAL AND STATE COORDINATION – Local educational agency liaisons for homeless children and youths shall, as a part of their duties, coordinate and collaborate with State coordinators and community and school personnel responsible for the provision of education and related services to homeless children and youths.

Liaisons designated by LEAs receiving assistance under this Act are required to coordinate with the State coordinator, local social services agencies and other agencies or programs providing services to homeless children and youth.

NYSED and NYSTEACHS staff are available to LEA liaisons to provide technical assistance and to assist in the coordination of services provided by State and local agencies.

NYSTEACHS annual conferences have allowed for enhanced collaboration between liaisons and their State/local agency counterparts.

	Proposed Activity
	Anticipated Date of Implementation

	State coordinator and NYSTEACHS director will highlight coordination responsibilities among the mandated duties of LEA liaison during training/TA initiatives.
	Spring 2002 and on-going

	NYSTEACHS website/publications will emphasize the duties of LEA liaisons relative to coordination. 
	Summer 2002

	NYSED will propose statutory changes and will make necessary regulatory changes and issue new guidance to the field as needed.
	2002-03


REVIEW AND REVISIONS – 

IN GENERAL – Each state educational agency and local educational agency that receives assistance under this subtitle shall review and revise any policies that may act as barriers to the enrollment of homeless children and youths in schools that are selected under paragraph (3).

CONSIDERATION – In reviewing and revising such policies, consideration shall be given to issues concerning transportation, immunization, residency, birth certificates, school records and other documentation, and guardianship.

SPECIAL ATTENTION – Special attention shall be given to ensuring the enrollment and attendance of homeless children and youths who are not currently attending school.

See Section I for state level policy review and revisions, including consideration of all policies delineated in section (B).

See Section I for LEA review and revision of local policy.
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